Hardin County
Funding by Subject
Transportation
BUILD Transportation Grants
Grantor: U.S. Department of Transportation
Purpose: Funds transportation infrastructure, including transit, freight, rural access, safety, and economic growth projects.
Eligibility: State, local, tribal governments, MPOs.
Funding Range: $1M–$25M.
Application Window: https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants/apply
More Information: https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants
Capital Investment Grants (CIG)
Grantor: Federal Transit Administration
Purpose: Supports fixed guideway investments, including light rail, commuter rail, BRT.
Eligibility: State and local government agencies.
Federal Share: Up to 60–80% depending on program category.
Application window and More Information: https://www.transit.dot.gov/CIG
Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311)
Grantor: U.S. Department of Transportation
Purpose: Capital, planning, and operating support for public transit in rural areas under 50,000 population.
Requirement: Minimum 15% for intercity bus support.
Application window and More Information: https://www.transit.dot.gov/rural-formula-grants-5311
Safe Routes to School
Grantor: U.S. Department of Transportation / TxDOT
Purpose: Improve safety for children walking and biking to school.
Funding: 100% federal cost-reimbursement.
Application window and More Information: https://saferoutespartnership.org/resources/policy-advocacy/federal-policy/
Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG)
Grantor: U.S. Department of Transportation
Purpose: Flexible funding for highways, bridges, pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure, and transit capital projects.
Application window and More Information: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
Community Facilities & Public Safety
Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program
Grantor: USDA
Purpose: Develop essential community facilities in rural towns under 20,000 population.
Eligibility: Public entities, nonprofits, tribal governments.
Application window and More Information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG)
Grantor: FEMA
Purpose: Fund equipment, vehicles, training, and emergency response resources.
Eligibility: Fire departments and EMS organizations.
Application window and More Information: https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/firefighters
Community Development Fund (Rural CDBG)
Grantor: Texas Department of Agriculture
Purpose: Funds water, wastewater, drainage, street, and housing infrastructure in rural communities.
Limitations: Competitive, population-based eligibility.
Application window and More Information: https://texasagriculture.gov/Grants-Services/Rural-Economic-Development/-TxCDBG-Rural-Community-Development-Block-Grant
Economy & Workforce Development
Rural Business Development Grants
Grantor: USDA
Purpose: Supports small and emerging rural businesses, entrepreneurship, and job creation.
Grant Range: Typically $10,000–$500,000.
Application window and More information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-business-development-grants
Texas Capital Fund 
Grantor: Texas Department of Agriculture
Purpose: Infrastructure and real estate improvements to create or retain permanent jobs.
Funding Cap: Up to $1,000,000.
Application window and More Information: https://tayloredc.org/site-selectors/incentives/texas-capital-fund

SBA 7(a) Loan Program
Grantor: U.S. Small Business Administration
Purpose: Supports small businesses in purchasing real estate, equipment, inventory, and working capital.
Maximum Loan: $5 million.
Application window and More Information: https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/7a-loans
High Demand Job Training Program
Grantor: Texas Workforce Commission
Purpose: Supports occupational training partnerships to address high-demand jobs.
Funding Cap: $1 million.
Application window and More Information: https://www.twc.texas.gov/programs/high-demand-job-training

Flooding & Air Quality Strategies Funding
Texas Water Foundation — Water Infrastructure Funding Database
The Texas Water Infrastructure Resource and Funding Guide is an online database to help Texas utilities, municipalities, and decision makers navigate the financial and asset management resources available for water infrastructure. The online database below is searchable by various parameters.
Detail Information : https://www.texaswater.org/water-infrastructure-funding-database
TWICC – Texas Water Infrastructure Coordination Committee
A list of current funding resources offered by TWICC members can be found at Funding Resources Guide.
CAPCOG — Water Infrastructure Funding
In an effort to coordinate drought, conservation, flooding and water infrastructure through its Water Central Texas initiative, CAPCOG compiled the following grant opportunities and a list of state and federal organizations that supply funding opportunities on the topics throughout the year.
Detail Information : https://www.capcog.org/services/funding-grants/water-infrastructure/
Agricultural Water Conservation Grants (AWCG)
Type:
Grant (up to 100%)
Uses:
Demonstrations, education, research, technical assistance, and technology transfer; Grants may also be made to political subdivisions for agricultural water conservation projects for purchase and installation (on public or private property) of metering devices to measure irrigation water use in order to quantify effects of different water conservation strategies.
Applicants:
State Agencies and Political Subdivisions of the State
Availability:
Annual funding opportunity; solicitations appear in Texas Register.
Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)
Type:
Grant
Uses:
Planning assistance to communities in implementing measures to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to buildings, manufactured homes, and other structures insurable under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Eligible work includes: Acquisition of insured structures and real property; Relocation or demolition of insured structures; Dry flood proofing of insured structures; Elevation of insured structures; Minor, localized structural projects that are not fundable by State or other Federal programs; and Beach nourishment activities such as planting of dune grass.
Applicants:
Political subdivision, including any Indian or authorized tribal or native organization, that has zoning and building code jurisdiction over a particular area having special flood hazards, and is participating in the NFIP. Communities that are suspended or on probation from the NFIP are not eligible. A community applying for a FMA Project Grant must have an approved Flood Mitigation Plan.
Availability:
Dollar limits apply to each application.

Federal Emergency Management Agency Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL)
Type:
Grant
Uses:
Provides Federal funding to assist States and communities in implementing mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to severe repetitive loss residential structures insured under the NFIP. Eligible activities includes: relocation or acquisition and demolition structures; dry flood proofing; elevation; mitigation reconstruction; and minor, localized structural projects.
Applicants:
Political Subdivision, Indian Tribal government, and State agencies that have zoning and building code jurisdiction over a particular area having special flood hazards, and are participating in the NFIP. A community applying for a Severe Repetitive Loss Project Grant must have an approved Flood Mitigation Plan.
Availability:
Annual cycle, 90% Federal and 10% community cost share.

Agricultural Water Conservation Loans (AWCL)
Type:
Loan
Uses:
Conservation projects that: 1.) improve water use efficiency of water delivery and application, or 2.) prepare irrigated land for conversion to dry land farming, or 3.) prepare dry land for more efficient use of natural precipitation, or 4.) purchase and install on public or private property devices designed to indicate the amount of water withdrawn for irrigation use, or 5.) brush control activities conducted under Chapter 203 of Agriculture Code, or 6.) other conservation projects defined by TWDB rules.
Applicants:
Eligible applicants include political subdivisions of the state, institutions of higher education, interstate compact commissions, nonprofit Water Supply Corporation (Chapter 69 of Water Code), Banks and farm credit systems may apply for link deposit funds to make loans available to individuals.
Availability:
Limited Funds.

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
Type:
Loan - additional subsidies available for disadvantaged communities, green projects, and emergency relief projects.
Uses:
Planning, acquisition, design and construction, wastewater treatment, stormwater and nonpoint source pollution control, and reclamation/reuse projects.
Applicants:
Political Subdivisions; Privates are eligible to apply for non-point source pollution control projects.
Availability:
Year round.

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)
Type:
Loan - additional subsidies available for disadvantaged communities, green projects, very small systems, and urgent need situations.
Uses:
Planning, acquisition, design and construction of water related infrastructure, including water supply and Source Water protection.
Applicants:
Community water system owners and nonprofit Non-Community water system owners are eligible to apply for the funding. This includes Political Subdivisions of the State and private individuals.
Availability:
Year round.

DWSRF Lead Service Line Replacement (LSLR) Program
Type:
Combination loan and principal forgiveness
Uses:
Planning, acquisition, design, and construction of lead service line replacement projects, including initial inventories required to comply with the EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule Revisions regulation.
Applicants:
Community public water systems including political subdivisions, nonprofit water supply corporations, and privately-owned community water systems, non-profit/non-community public water systems, and state agencies.
Availability:
Year round

Economically Distressed Areas Program (EDAP)
Type:
Grant, loan, or a combination grant/loan.
Uses:
To bring water and wastewater services to economically distressed areas (designated by TWDB) where the present water and wastewater facilities are inadequate to meet the minimal needs of residents. The program includes measures to prevent future substandard development.
Applicants:
Political Subdivisions, and nonprofit Water Supply Corporations, provided they meet certain program requirements.
Availability:
Limited Funds.

Flood Infrastructure Fund (FIF)
Type:
Loans with interest rate of 0% and grant funds.
Uses:
Flood Protection Planning for Watersheds; Planning, Acquisition, Design, Construction, Rehabilitation; Federal Award Matching Funds; Measures Immediately Effective in Protecting Life and Property. Upon TWDB adoption of the initial state flood plan, FIF may only fund flood projects in the state flood plan.
Applicants:
Political subdivisions (Categories 1-4) and Council of Governments and certain non-profit water supply or sewer service corporations (Category 1 only).
Availability:
Funding based on state appropriations.

Rural Water Assistance Fund (RWAF)
Type:
TBD
Uses:
Planning, acquisition and construction of water and wastewater related infrastructure; may also be used to obtain service or to finance consolidation or regionalization.
Applicants:
Political Subdivisions and nonprofit Water Supply Corporations.
Availability:
Limited Funds.

State Participation Program - Regional Water and Wastewater Facilities
Type:
Deferred interest obligation to repurchase Texas Water Development Board's (TWDB) interest in facility (State has a temporary ownership interest in a facility. State's ownership is purchased by applicant as their customer base grows).
Uses:
Construction of regional water or wastewater construction project when the local sponsors are unable to assume debt for the optimally sized facility.
Applicant:
Political Subdivisions of the State and Water Supply Corporations which are sponsoring construction of a regional water or wastewater project can apply for funding.
Availability:
Limited Funds.

State Water Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT)
Type:
Loans - subsidized and deferred; Board Participation through a master agreement.
Uses:
Projects that are recommended water management strategies in the most recent approved State Water Plan associated with a capital cost.
Applicants:
Political subdivisions of the State and non-profit Water Supply Corporations.
Availability:
Up to twice a year; a priority rating process applies.

Texas Water Development Fund (DFund)
Type:
Loan
Uses:
Planning, acquisition and construction of water related infrastructure, including water supply, wastewater treatment, stormwater and nonpoint source pollution control, flood control, reservoir construction, storage acquisition, agricultural water conservation projects, and municipal solid waste facilities.
Applicants:
Political Subdivisions of the State and nonprofit Water Supply Corporations.
Availability:
As needed.
TWDB — Water Supply and Infrastructure Grants (WSIG)
A one-time $1.038 billion appropriation from the 89th Texas Legislature for water supply and infrastructure projects; available to cities, counties, and governmental entities through August 31, 2027.
More Information  https://www.twdb.texas.gov/financial/programs/WSIG/index.asp
TCEQ — Water & Wastewater Funding Sources
A TCEQ-maintained clearinghouse of state and federal water funding programs.
More Information https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/water/water-and-wastewater-funding-sources
TCEQ — Clean Water Act Section 319(h) Nonpoint Source Grants
Federal grants for activities that prevent or reduce nonpoint source pollution. Eligible applicants include nonprofits, local governments, cities, counties, school districts, and state universities. Reimburses 60% of project costs with a 40% match required. Next RFGA opens summer 2026.
More Information : https://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/nonpoint-source/grants/grant-pgm.html

State/Federal Programs for Air
TCEQ — Grants: Funding Opportunities (Air & Water)
EPA Section 105 air grant funds flow through TCEQ to local air pollution control programs for monitoring. Separate cooperative agreements fund air quality complaint response and investigation by local programs. Eligibility varies by program.
More Information : https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/financial/funding

Private / Foundation
Instrumentl — Texas Water & Air Grant Database
A commercial grant-discovery platform with a browsable collection of active Texas environmental grants. Useful for nonprofits scanning the private foundation landscape alongside government programs.
More Information https://www.instrumentl.com/browse-grants/texas/water-grants
Land Use, Economic Development Tools
Industrial Revenue Bonds
Grantor: Texas Economic Development Division
Purpose: Provides tax-exempt or taxable bond financing for projects promoting business development, employment, and tax base expansion.
Eligibility: Industrial Development Corporations (IDCs).
Application: Rolling.
More Information: https://gov.texas.gov/business/page/industrial-revenue-bonds
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ)
Grantor: City or County
Purpose: Funds public infrastructure improvements to stimulate development and increase property values.
Eligible Costs: Infrastructure, transit stations, public buildings, remediation, planning and redevelopment costs.
Financing Options: TIF Revenue Notes, Pay-As-You-Go, Loans.






